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Celine Lee presents at the inaugural
Mensa Foundation Challenge.

BECAUSE OF YOU, PEOPLE
FOUND BELONGING,
PURPOSE, AND GROWTH

You helped build a welcoming front door for our
community, where people could learn together, feel seen,
and explore intelligence, giftedness, and neurodiversity in
real life. Your commitment fueled scholarships, advanced
research, and created programs that connect ideas to
practical tools people can use at home, in classrooms, and
at work.

This year, your support fueled the Mensa Foundation
mission to unleash intelligence for the benefit of humanity.

We also listened. Guided by our Unmet Needs study, we
focused on expanding how society understands intelligence.
You made space for lived experience, elevated diverse
perspectives, and helped transform intelligence from a
score into a human capacity that grows in community. This
report shows what you made possible.
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MENSA
FOUNDATION:
REAL BRILLIANCE,
REAL IMPACT

BY NGUYEN PHAM
MENSA FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

GREETINGS, FELLOW MENSANS! I'm pleased
to offer this reflection of my first full year as
President of the world’s most brilliant charita-
ble organization, the Mensa Foundation. Our
Board of Trustees and staff remain steadfast
in the Foundation’s mission to unleash intel-
ligence for the benefit of humanity, and the
furtherance of this mission is wholly predicated
on the generous contributions of time, treasure,
and talent from our donors, volunteers, and
partners. We at the Mensa Foundation hold
the utmost gratitude for this uncompromising
and growing generosity.

Many of you will detect a bit of a depar-
ture this year from the typical vibe of the
Foundation’s Annual Report. While our
updates in previous years might have resembled
more traditional reporting on discrete achieve-
ments and lessons learned, we're intentionally
centering this year’s update on the measurable
impact of your year-round support. Specifically,
how your support has empowered the Mensa
Foundation to meet the unmet needs identified
through the Mensa Foundation’s first commis-
sioned research project, the Study of Unmet
Needs Among Highly Intelligent Individuals,
which serves as the prevailing North Star in our
ever-evolving story.

Within this 2025 Annual Report, I'm
delighted to highlight the impact of these

successes from the past year where your gifts:



*  Continued and expanded the Mensa Foundation
Colloquium and Speaker Series to create space for
new ideas and diverse perspectives on intelligence

*  Furthered the exploration of intelligence by inter-
rogating it through the lens of Al

* Launched the Mensa Foundation Challenge to
provide gifted adults an outlet to utilize their intel-
ligence and address real-world issues

*  Recognized and awarded researchers whose work
aligns with the Mensa Foundation’s mandate to
address the unmet needs of gifted and neurodiver-
gent people

Additionally, we're excited to provide a sneak peek at the
abundance of new donor-driven inventiveness on the hori-
zon this upcoming year and beyond:

*  Researching the feasibility of an Al Mentor to
provide personalized support to gifted and neuro-
divergent individuals

*  Launching our new Excellence in Science program
to expand existing gifted youth programming

*  Establishing the Mensa Foundation Network to help
gifted and neurodivergent people find supportive
programming, resources, and community

e Creating the first-of-its-kind Catalyst Grant to
empower unconventional intelligence

*  Advancing a research agenda that places lived experi-
ence at the heart of how intelligence, giftedness, and
neurodiversity is understood

We know that our plans to mobilize new, thoughtful, and
data-driven programs are aspirational and harrowing; after
all, we're wading into uncharted waters. With your support,
we will retain laser focus on our goal to effect meaningful,
positive change for gifted and neurodivergent people. We
invite you to continue this impactful journey with us, and
we humbly ask that you please give whatever time, treasure,
and/or talent that you have available to help build a more
gifted-friendly and neuroinclusive world.

On behalf of the Mensa Foundation: Thank you
to all of our supporters for your continued — and,
we hope, expanded — generosity, which truly fuels
everything at the Mensa Foundation. Please visit
MensaFoundation.org to find the best (tax-deductible) way
for you to contribute and to unleash intelligence. And, as
always, stay brilliant!

[
)]

Nguyen Pham
President, Mensa Foundation
Mr. Mensa 2011

STUDY OF UNMET NEEDS AMONG
HIGHLY INTELLIGENT INDIVIDUALS

In 2024, the Mensa Foundation partnered with
researchers at the William & Mary Center for
Gifted Education to better understand the real-
world challenges facing gifted and high-ability
people. Through surveys and interviews with 3,443
participants from around the world, the study
revealed that intelligence alone doesn’t guarantee
access, opportunity, or belonging.

Participants reported unmet needs in four key areas:
academic, career, social-emotional, and mental
health. Many wanted mentorship and flexible,
challenging learning experiences. Others sought
better career guidance and supportive workplaces.
Across ages and backgrounds, participants called
for stronger social connections and trusted help
managing anxiety, frustration, and self-doubt.

The findings showed that a quarter of participants
experience low levels of unmet need, half face
moderate challenges, and a quarter report high
unmet needs — clear evidence that more support and
connection are needed.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

MENSA FOUNDATION ACTION

* Improve societal attitudes toward high
intelligence

e Support academic skill development

e Support academic and career planning

e Provide financial supports for academic and
career opportunities

e Foster social connectedness

e Provide mental health support

These insights now guide the Foundation’s work to
make intelligence not just measurable, but livable.

Study by Jennifer Riedl Cross, PhD; Tracy L. Cross,
PhD; and Anyesha Mishra, PhD
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PUTTING POTENTIAL
ON THE PATH TO
SUCCESS

BECAUSE OF YOU, talent is turning into impact. Your

gifts removed real barriers so these students can push

math forward, design cleaner cities, heal children,

| protect wildlife, argue for justice, and create art that
moves people.

You made this possible. The confidence, time, and
tools you provided are already paying off in labs, clin-
ics, classrooms, studios, and communities. By invest-
ing in their strengths — not their deficits — you have
personally changed the future and potential for these

individuals, and the ripples of your generosity will be
felt far beyond a single scholarship year.

You're not just changing lives, youre transforming
generations.

76 Scholarships | 126 Awarded | $184,800 Distributed

“You're investing in “Your gift helps a “Because of you, I'm “Your support
a future agronomist first-gen student learning to design helps me become a
farmers can trust.” stay on track in grad solutions that make physical therapist
school.” communities more who sees the whole
MADDIE B. .. . .
STEM Scholarship KIMBERLY W. resilient to c|'|’mcn‘e person.
for Women Gen Y Scholarship eI ALLISON M.
VERA H. The Sylvia Scholarship

Deb Stone Scholarship
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR GENEROUS DONORS!

GIVING SOCIETIES
The Mensa Foundation recognizes all
donors who contribute $25 or more
during our fiscal year. However, those
who contribute at leadership levels are
recognized through our annual, lifetime,
and legacy giving societies.
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MENSA FOUNDATION

TRUSTEES ROUNDTABLE
Support at the $1,000+ annual level fuels
the Foundation’s mission to unleash
intelligence and nurture brilliance for the
benefit of humanity, sustaining programs
that champion intelligence across the
lifespan.

MENSA" FOUNDATION

THE LUMINARY SOCIETY
Lifetime contributions of $10,000 or more
provide sustained momentum for our
global mission. This remarkable support
advances scholarships, research, and
initiatives that unleash intelligence and
nurture brilliance around the world.
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LEGACY SOCIETY
Planned gifts and estate commitments
ensure the Mensa Foundation’s future. This
visionary support secures our ability to
unleash intelligence and nurture brilliance
for generations to come, expanding
access to resources for gifted and/or
neurodivergent individuals.

MENSA FOUNDATION DONOR HONOR ROLL
The Donor Honor Roll recognizes all supporters who contribute
each fiscal year. Their generosity powers the Foundation's mission to
unleash intelligence and nurture brilliance for the benefit of humanity.

Eric Adcock
Ryan Adler
Jean Ahearn
@ Robert Ahearn
Shawn Ahern
Shelley Alexander
Karen Allen
Shelton Alsup
American Mensa
David Amiot
Susan Anders
Jeffrey Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Lori Anderson-
Musgrave
Anonymous
Charles Anstead
Robert Archerd
Shahid Aziz
Austin B.
Lynn B.
Arthur Bailey
David Baker
Deborah Baker
U LaRae Bakerink
Jennifer Bancroft
McKay
Mish Barbour
William Barnes
Sandeep Basu
Ellen Bauer
Mark Bauer
Daniel Beausoleil
& Paul Bechly
O® Jean Becker
Jill Beckham
Ingrid Beer
Michael Bekiares
Doris Bell
Brendan Belmont
David Bennett
Jack Bennett
Wendy Bennewitz
Wes Benson
Joel Bergquist
Brenda Bernardi
Kumar Bhatt
Naz Bhimiji
Joseph Bied
Troy Bierkortte
David Black
Keith Black
Timothy Bley
Anton Blieberger

@ Mark Boldger
Karen Bolhuis
Joseph Boling
Dhyan Bollachettira
@ Laura Bornhoeft
David Bouschor
Willem Bouwens
Susan Bowers
David Bowles
Marjory Bowles
O¥Lynn R. Boyce
Brion Boyles
Casey Brandenburg
Stephanie Branta
Sally Brauer
Terrence Brennan
James Briggs
Leland Briggs
Broward Mensa
Alison Brown
Cynthia Brown
Kay Browne
Gerald Buchanan
Andre Buisson
Sarah Burghart
Michael Burke Kirby
Geraldine Burket
John Burns
Skylar Burris
Frank Burton
Cara C.
Isabella C.
Bryant Cabrera
Dave Cahn
Brian Caldwell
Victor Calumby
Luke Calzda
Matthew Campbell
O® Nancy Campbell
Arthur Cartwright
Susan Casabella
Lawrence Cassidy
Laura Catania
Central Indiana
Mensa
Central New Jersey
Mensa
Rita Chabler
Debarijit Chandra
Mark Chapman
Erin Chernak
Shawn Cherry
Prasanth Chigurupati
Gregory Christoffel

Bertha Clarke
Russell Clements
Carol Clerke
Kathleen Coffee
Emily Cohen
Steven Collier
Brenna Collins
Christina Collins
Michael Conway
Patricia Coontz
Vincent Courtright
Constantine Coutras
@ Bob and Mary Ann
Cox
Mary Ann Cox
Mario Crespin
Jack Crowder
Linda Cummings
Kevin Curtis
David Cushard
Hailey D.
Jo Dale
Brett Dalton
Hong Dam
Nhung Dam
Thu Dam
Richard Daniel
Bethany Danyluk
Eddie Dawson
David de Corlieu
Gerrit de Jonge
Richard DeBeau
John DeCou
Jodi Del Mar
Delaware Valley
Mensa
Beth Anne Demeter
Denver Mensa
Jordan Deschamps-
Braly
Luis Diaz
Mary DiTosto
Van Do
Cecile Dobson
Ryan Donlan
Mary Dorsey
Roger Doughty
Shirley Downes
Samuel Drost
James Drummond
Vanessa Dupree
Michael Durakovich
Paul Durbin
Roger Durham

Continued
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Mensa Foundation Fellow'BrendaMa
students at Purdue’s Smart Lamps ¢ )
cr;a‘ﬁ@tﬁrough hands-on exploration.

RESEARCH & DISCOVERY:
UNFOLDING INTELLIGENCE,
TOGETHER

WHAT IF musical practice could change your brain? Not just in theory, but
visibly: white matter thickening, new pathways forming, intelligence itself
becoming more adaptable. That's what Swedish neuroscientist and pianist
Fredrik Ullén discovered, and it’s the kind of breakthrough you helped further
with Mensa Foundation awards.

Because of you, awardees are showing that intelligence isn’t a single number.
It grows through persistence, opportunity, stress, personality, and culture —
factors we're only beginning to understand. Their work is redefining giftedness
as a lived, evolving experience.

You also supported researchers opening doors. One built an open-source
tool to study high ability. Another traced gifted adults’ educational memories.
Others revealed how culture shapes teachers’ perceptions. Fellows and early-
career grantees are expanding that reach, addressing equity gaps and pairing
intellectual challenge with emotional growth.

You're not just funding plaques or résumé lines. Youre helping rewrite the
story of intelligence from fixed ability to flexible potential. Thanks to you, the
conversation is larger, more nuanced, and more human — an ever-widen-
ing view of what it means to be intelligent and, ultimately, what it means to
be human.
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’%} Fredrik

" Ullén, PhD

T S .
/ % Karolinska

¢ s .1
;z__g;‘ / Institutet
(\\ B s (Sweden) and

’ Max Planck
Institute for Empirical Aesthetics
(Germany)
A cognitive neuroscientist and concert
pianist, Dr. Ullén studies how practice
reshapes the brain and why some indi-
viduals benefit more from training than
others. His research on music, intelli-
gence, and neuroplasticity revealed that
skill development strengthens white-
matter pathways linked to cognition,
inspiring a new model of how genes,
environment, and effort combine to
shape human potential.

GIFTED EDUCATION
FELLOWSHIPS

Brenda Matos
Purdue

University

Matos designs
research-based
STEM learning experiences that
nurture both intellect and emotional
growth. As program coordinator for
Purdue’s GER?I Summer Residential
Program, she leads curriculum design
and educator training focused on
belonging, motivation, and identity
among gifted adolescents.

Kristin

Lavin Taveira
FlexSchool
Taveira, a former
journalist turned

educator, champi-
ons strengths-based
tools for gifted and twice-exceptional
learners. At New Jersey’s FlexSchool,
she develops scalable frameworks and
training resources that help educators
recognize and cultivate student poten-
tial, building classrooms where neuro-
divergent students feel seen, supported,
and inspired to take creative risks.



EARLY CAREER
MINI-GRANTS

Tyler

Clark, EdD
Western Kentucky
University

Dr. Clark investigates

how personality traits such as openness to
experience intersect with giftedness. His
work aims to clarify psychological frame-
works for gifted learners while advancing
leadership, creativity, and equity in higher
education through his roles in national
and international gifted organizations.

Al Mansor
“Shamin” Helal
University of
Arkansas

A doctoral candidate
in education policy, Helal uses large-scale

data and advanced quantitative methods
to study the long-term outcomes of gifted
education. His research evaluates program
effectiveness, equity, and access — partic-
ularly in rural contexts — and applies
machine learning to improve how gifted
students are identified and supported
through data-driven education policy.

AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN
RESEARCH

Angie L.

Miller, PhD
Indiana University
Dr. Miller studies
creativity, engage-

ment, and achievement among gifted and
honors students. Her award-winning work
examines how personality, perfectionism,
and gender shape coping and social stress
in high-ability college populations, helping
institutions better support the emotional
well-being of gifted learners.

Gabriella

D. Noreen
Vanderbilt University
Noreen researches best

practices for support-
ing gifted and underserved students. Her
longitudinal studies with the Study of
Mathematically Precocious Youth amplify
gifted adults’ voices, showing how early
educational acceleration shapes later achieve-
ment and highlighting the long-term bene-
fits of matching learning pace to readiness.

Sophie von
Stumm, PhD
University of

York (UK)

Dr. von Stumm

explores how intelli-
gence, personality, and socioeconomic back-
ground influence learning and life outcomes.
Her research reveals how ambition, curiosity,
and openness interact with family context to
predict educational and emotional success in
young adulthood.

Heejin Woo, PhD
University of New
South Wales
(Australia)

Dr. Woo investigates

how culture influences
teachers’ perceptions of giftedness. Her
study of South Korean pre-service educa-
tors found that competitive academic envi-
ronments can discourage support for gifted
programs, underscoring the need for more
teacher training and nuanced cross-cultural
understanding of talent.

Stephanie Ruth
Young, PhD
Northwestern
University

Dr. Young develops

technology-based tools
to improve cognitive assessment. She helped
validate the open-source International
Cognitive Ability Resource, advancing
fairer and more accessible measures of intel-
ligence. Her NIH-funded projects track
cognition across the lifespan using mobile
platforms to refine how ability is identified
and understood.

4 Awards | 10 Honorees

$27,500 Distributed

Michael Dworkin
Philip E.

Howard Edelstein
@ Diarra Edwards
Michele Eichhorn
Eric Eichorn
Michael Ekizian
Ronald Ellis
Joseph Engenito
Martin Erickson
Melvin Evans
Monte Evans
Spencer Everly
Ann Faget

Evan Faris

Amir Farooqi
Charlotte Fawcett
¢ David Felt

Kerri Finnegan
Scott Fischer
Jared Foote
Robert Forister
Stephen Forman
Michael Franke
Owen Franks
Deborah Freeland
Barbara Frost
Bryan Froud
James G.

Irma Garcia
Nicole Garzino

O Phillip Geisinger
Bart Geraci

Mark Giordano

U Mark Glancey & John Gray
Kristin Glywasky
Rob Gorman
Jonas Gosbeck
Gary Gould

& Lauren Grannis
Robert Granville
Brett Graves
Greater Phoenix Mensa
O¥ Rosemary Greathouse
Steve Green

Ruth Green-Waite
Linda Gregg

© Nancy Griggs
Donna Grill
Matthew Grob
Carl Groppe

Julie Groppe
OJon & Karen Gruebele
Wendy Gruen
Xinyi Gucao
Gloria Guerrero
Lisa Guerrero
Manuel Guerrero
Tony Guerrero
Matthew Guggemos
Leah Guillermo
Peter Gulden
Deborah Gunther
Phoebe H.

John Haddenham

Continued
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Kenneth Halti
Dina Hamersen
James Hamill

Earl Hansen

® William Hardin
Wanda Harrison
Herbert Hartman
Julia Hatcher
Carter Hauke

@ Robert Haynes
Susan Heimlich
HELL's M's

Paige Henderson
Stephen Henning
Linda Herbert
Vicki Herd

O® Steve Herman
Daniel Herschler
Melissa Hershcopf
Rebecca Hilger
Joan Hiller

Jay Hinkhouse

B¢ Olive M. Hofheinz
Linda Hohman
Robert Holgate
Roger Holley
Jason Holloway
Joseph Homsey
Naomi Horovitz
OGlen Horton
John Howard
Robert Howard
Diana Howison

@ Mary Ann Hueser
DeAnn Hughes
Robert Hughes
James Huh

Robert Humes
Katie Hutchinson
Tung Huynh
Joseph lallonardo
Thomas lwancio
Grace J.

Katrina Jacobs
Marcus Jaffe
Vanessa Jago
Kenneth Jandes
Nancy Jarrin
Michael Jarvis
Victoria Jesse
Jennifer Jewell

@ Diane Johnson
Eric Johnson
Sylvia Johnson
Jeremy Jones
Kelly-Marie Jones
Nancy Joseph-Gould
O&Laura G. Joyner
Donald Jungen
Dattasai K.
Geetika K.

Jad K.

Jordan K.

Marielle Kaarsgaren
Terence Kannengieser
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Rebecca Kaplan
Gail Karafin
Hussain Kathawala
Gerald Kempen
Gerard Kennedy
Sarah Kennedy
Edward Kessler
Rachel Kibler
Ryan Kimsey
Laura King
Marcia King
Robert Kinsman
Katharine Klasen
€ J.R. Klugh
Elinor Knechel

@ Jason Knight
Peter Kohnke
Paul Kolessar
Lisa Kozar

Curt Krambeck
Michael LaCombe
Robert Lagos
Lillian Lancaster
Robert Langer
Elizabeth Lanyon
Paul Lavery
Norman Lavin
David Leavitt

@ Billie Lee
Theresa Lee
Trebor Lefebvre
Patricia Lehman
Leo Leighton
Robert Leininger
Mark Leno
Daniel Levy
Alexandra Lewis
John Lewis
Matthew Lewis
Ted Lewis

Keith Lichtcsien
Anna Lockhart
Patricia Loehrer
BJ Lofthouse
David Long
William Longo
Jeff Lowe

Gary Lugauer
Timothy Lynch

@ Mark Lystig

& Elisabeth MacHogan
Robert Madeira
Emmanuel Maduakor
Roberta Maguire
Maine Mensa
Timothy Malott
Mark Manca
Michael Manuel
Richard Maopolski
Gabriela Marani
Diane Marciano
Stephen Marciano
@ Larry Marcus
Charles Margines
Peter Marks

Human Intelligence
in the Age of Al

Cobtoating \ 4
EXCELLENCE
IN RESEARCH

EXPLORING
INTELLIGENCE
THROUGH THE MENSA
RESEARCH JOURNAL

AT THE MENSA FOUNDATION, we believe intelligence isn’t just
something to measure — it’s something to explore, nurture, and
unleash. Each issue of the Mensa Research Journal invites readers
to view intelligence from fresh perspectives, connecting ground-
breaking research with real-world experience. Through thoughtful
curation and collaboration, the journal bridges the divide between
scientific insight and everyday understanding, deepening our collec-
tive appreciation of what it means to be intelligent.

Over the past year, the journal has investigated a wide range
of topics tied to the concept of intelligence. Each issue typically
revolves around a single theme or set of related ideas, offering read-
ers a broad spectrum of research and reflection on one particular
dimension of intelligence.

The recent issue, Organizational Intelligence & Culture, guest-
edited by Dr. Steve Gruenert, delved into the interplay between
organizational culture and organizational intelligence through
research and thought experiments. Next came the journal’s annual
Excellence in Research issue, which honored the 2024 Mensa
Foundation awardees by publishing either their award-winning or
foundational work in the field of intelligence research.

Continuing a recent tradition, the journal released a special
companion issue to the Mensa Foundation’s Colloquium: Human
Intelligence in the Age of Al. Guest editor Matthew Guggemos
curated this edition, which not only features compelling research
on artificial intelligence but also includes an interactive Al experi-
ence designed in collaboration with Nicola Ianeselli and Elizabeth
Ngonzi — exclusive to readers.

Don’t miss the Fall 2025 issue, which examines Extraterrestrial
Intelligence. This special edition invites us to expand our under-
standing of what true non-human intelligence might look like —
and what it means, in turn, to be human. To subscribe or purchase
a single issue, visit MensaFoundation.org/MR].



Bob Marlay
Julius Marold
O Carol W. Martinez
C. Matthews
Heather Mattisson
@ Angie Mattson
@ Sara Maurer
Lisa Maxwell
@& Marie Mayer
A. Mazuca
Patricia Mazuca
Theresa Mazuca-Garcia
® Gloria McCain
Marcia McCloskey
Phillip McCorkle
0®)J. Gail McGrew
Sandra McLaughlin
Laine McNally
Susan Mead
Warren Melton
Fa'auliulito Meni-Trood
Mensa Alaska
Mensa in Georgia
O Patricia Merk
Dan Meyer
Stephanie Michaels
David Michel
Middle Tennessee Mensa
Mid-Hudson Mensa
Phyllis Miller
@ Stephen Miller
Lilia Millner
Lola Moffitt
Benjamin Mohler
Emily Momberger
Amanda Mongiovi
Jennifer Moore
John Moore
@ Jennifer Morris
Sean Morrow
Sean Morse
Denise Motter
Jane Motter
Franck Mounier
YOU BUILT A COMMUNITY
lan Mullican
David Murn
AROUND CURIOSITY Peter Murray
Erica Nantais
Nebraska-Western lowa

Mensa

Sorell Negro

John Newmeyer
MENSA FOUNDATION EVENTS are the gateway to a thriving community. They spark Thanh Nguyen
real conversations about intelligence, giftedness, and neurodiversity while helping Christine Niswender
people find and share belonging. This year, the Colloquium welcomed 250+ attend- Terrence Nolan
ees, the inaugural Challenge brought 50+ new voices into the fold, and year two Lily Noonan
of the Speaker Series engaged 40+ people each session with ideas they could use at Lori Norris
home, in classrooms, and at work. North Alabama Mensa

North Dakota Mensa
North Florida Mensa
North Texas Mensa

These gatherings meet a real unmet need: expanding how society understands
intelligence in real life. By making space for lived experience, you are shifting the
narrative from test scores to how people think, create, contribute, and grow, while

opening doors for more people to be seen and supported. That progress began E%IR?C.hard Olcott
with you. Kathe Oliver

Continued
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Jeanne O'Neill

Orange County Mensa

Tommy Osborne
Bryan P.
Gunner P.

Liam P.

Carol Pair

David Palamara

Palm Beach Area Mensa

Elisabetta Panzica
Chris Parker
Robert Parker
Myron Partain
Frank Parth
& Ruth Ann Parvin
Renee Patton
A.M. Paulos
Torrey Payne
Mike Pelosi
Don Pendley
Juanita Penfield
Edgar Perkerson
Jean Perkins
@® Lansford Perry
Ralph Perry
Corey Peterson
Maureen Pflum
Duc Pham
Nguyen Pham
Steven Phillips
@ Sidney Pilson
Gabrielle Placide
Karen Plourde
Todd Pogue
Herman Poulton
Eleanor Pourron
Michael Prator
Marc Pretscher
@ W. Harry Probert
Paul Purcell
Christine Quinn
Joshua Raj
¥ Michelle Rakshys
@ Joan Ramer
Maja Ramirez
William Rauwerdink
Kathy Regan
Brian Reis
Bill Rhines
Rhode Island Mensa
Thelmus Rhodes
Theresa Riccardi
Margaret Rice
James Richards
Michael Richards
Laurel Richardson
Baker Ring
ODr. & Mrs. Harry
Ringermacher
Penny Robe
Amy Roberts
Benjamin Roberts
Nancy Roberts
Christopher Rodie
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THE SUM OF YOUR SHARED
GENEROSITY

THE GIVING PATTERNS to the Mensa
Foundation mirror national trends: resil-
ient yet volatile. Across the sector, total
giving has grown, but fewer donors are
carrying more of the weight. Our own
results reflect this reality. After modest
levels from 2018-20, giving rebounded
in 2021 with post-pandemic recovery,
then surged to an extraordinary peak
in 2023 thanks to a handful of very
large gifts.

In 2024 and 2025, support returned
to more typical levels, though both the
average gift and total giving remain well

above pre-2020 benchmarks. This pattern
aligns with national findings* that
philanthropy is rising overall but within a
narrower donor base. The lesson is clear:
Transformational gifts matter, but so does
every single contribution. Your generos-
ity, no matter the size, strengthens the
Mensa Foundation and fuels our mission
to unleash intelligence.

*Sources: “Giving USA: The Annual Report on Philanthropy,”
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy and
the Giving Institute; “Fundraising Effectiveness Project,”
Association of Fundraising Professionals, Foundation for
Philanthropy, and GivingTuesday

MENSA FOUNDATION GIVING TRENDS

Year Average Gift  Total Given Total Donors

2018 $289 $ 532,220 1,503
2019 $152 $ 219,508 1,301
2020 $192 $ 307,255 1,426
2091 $974 $ 579,196 1,776
2022 $258 $ 419,480 1,625
2023 $1,485 $ 1,301,244 877
2024 $402 $ 407,971 1,015
2025 $557 $ 497,847 894



Virginia Rodriguez

Ellen Rogers

Jarman Rogers

L. Rogers

O® Catherine Roha

Lee Rooks

& Margaret Rose &
Walton Hebert

Denise Ross

Mark Roth

Rachel Rowen

Jessica Rowley

Elissa Rudolph

Imani Rupert-Gordon

Lynda Rushing

¢ L. Edwin Rybak

Chris Salinas

Kathryn Salinas

O Dr. Abbie F. Salny

Srinivasan
Sankarasubramanian

Winston Sapigao

Irvin Sasaki

Susan Schaffer

Craig Scharton

Chad Schilit

Blake Schimmel

Alan Schmidt

Kristine Schmidt

Lisa Schmidt

¥ Derek Schmieg

Kenneth Schneyer

Joseph Schoeffel

Lionel Schooler

Arthur Schuetze

Ellie Schwimmer-Carotti

Logan Scott

Nicholas Scrogham

Sean Sebastian

Stu Segal

Sandra Senft

WHAT YOU'VE MADE POSSIBLE DOESN'T END HERE

If you're a current donor, thank you. Your generosity powers everything in this report.
If you're not yet a donor, we'd love to welcome you to the Mensa Foundation community.
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Trustees Roundtable: Lead our most
ambitious work with an annual gift
of $1,000 or more. Your leadership
fuels innovation, drives impact,
and helps shape the future of the
Foundation’s mission.

YOUR GIFT HELPS SOMEONE FEEL SEEN, SUPPORTED, AND SET UP TO THRIVE.

Bill Shaddle

Joan Shahan

Sara Sharpe

Stanley Shenker

Jen Shepherd Moore

Alan Shirkey

Ishpal Sidhu

Gregg Siegel

Alice Silver

& Kenneth Silver

Mark Silverstein

Gregory Simay

Peter Simkin

Tim Simmons

& Penny Singleton

Jeremy Slagle

Paul Slagle

Kelli Sluys

Stephanie Smilay

Austin Smith

Joshua Smith

@ Laura Smith

Sharon Smith

O¥ SGM Penelope Smith-
Singleton

Paul Soboleski

Jane Spahr

Allison Sparks

O Walter Sperko

Anton Spivack

L. Spivack

Rosalind Spivack

Lydia Spottswood

J. Springer

@ Jean Springer

Greg Stacey

Robin Stanley

O® & Charlie Steinhice &
Linda Matthews

Mark Stephens

Hanna Steplewska

Kevin Stewart

Barbara Stimmel

@ Susan Stine

Michelle Stockton

O®L Deborah Stone

Kimberly Strickland

Laurie Strock

Sarah Strock

Roy Strong

Carl Stucky

Richard Studer

® Gregory Sutliff

David Sutor

Sharon Swan Tieszen

James Swayze
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MENSA® FOUNDATION

Legacy Society: Your legacy becomes
part of the Mensa Foundation’s story.
By including the Foundation in your
will or estate plans, you ensure that
your values and vision for human

intelligence live on for generations.
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MENSA" FOUNDATION

Foundation Circle: Join a dedicated
community of monthly supporters
who keep progress moving all year
long. Your consistent giving sustains
programs that nurture intelligence

and change lives.



