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The past year was one of 
progress, change, and 
growth for the Mensa 

Foundation. Progress included 
updating policies and guidelines; 
clarifying processes; and rec-
ommending bylaw changes for 
the Voting Members (the AML 
Board) to consider at their July meeting.

Two new Trustees, Dr. Jane Hanson 
and Dr. Joan Hiller, joined the board 
with new perspectives, skills, and energy.  
With Mensa elections, Ex-Officio board 
members changed; Elissa Rudolph moved 
to the MIL Chair seat and AML Chair 
Dan Burg joined us at the table. Trustee 
Mike Jacobson is retiring from the board 
after many years of outstanding service.

The one-day Colloquium format before 
the AG (the brainstorm of our past Presi-
dent, the late Greg Timmers), has seen 
a huge increase in attendees. The July 
event sold out (at 460) and had a wait-
ing list. Plans are to add space in 2015 to 
allow more people to attend.

Our Scholarship program expanded so 
that students who live in areas where local 
groups are not participating are eligible 
to apply for a subset of our scholarships. 
This was accomplished through hard work 
by Vice President Marie Mayer, staff and 
450+ volunteers. A record 11,412 applica-
tions were received, including 997 from 
non-participating group areas. 

This program by YOUR Foundation 
exists because of your donations and the 
volunteers at all levels in Mensa who 
make a difference. From an email: “I 
am a several-time Mensa scholarship 
recipient. I want to thank the Mensa 
Foundation once again for its support of 
my undergraduate education. I am now 
17, will be graduating with a Bachelor 
of Music from the University of Wash-
ington in June 2014, and will be starting 
graduate school (also at the University of 
Washington School of Music) in the fall.  

Please share my sincere thanks with all 
those at Mensa who have helped fund my 
continued learning.” 

New TED Connection edu-
cational plans have been added 
at MensaForKids.org, plus new 
lesson plans. Our Pinterest boards 
continue to grow in topics and 
popularity. We started MensaGT 
on Twitter — the home of the 
BrainWorx question of the day. 
Gifted Youth Specialist Lisa Van 

Gemert is sought as a presenter/speaker 
by other organizations serving the needs 
of the gifted. We partnered again with the 
Library of Congress on its National Book 
Festival, providing youth and adult guides 
to the festival with Mensa Foundation on 
the cover. Having YOUR foundation’s 
name on the same page with the Library of 
Congress is SERIOUS recognition.

Our websites attract visitors in greater 
numbers from many corners of the world 
— Croatia, Ukraine, Vietnam, Iran, India, 
Brazil, Norway, and 50 other countries.  
Conversations with Mensa added podcasts 
on Futurism and on Gifted Education. 
Kudos go to Howard Prince and his staff 
for their outstanding work here, as well as 
to the National Office staff, without which 
the Foundation board would be lost.   

The new Laura Joyner Award, funded 
from the very generous bequest of Men-
san Laura Joyner, recognizes outstanding 
work in the area of human intelligence.  
The first was presented at the 2014 
Colloquium. Donations and bequests to 
YOUR Foundation make possible the 
awards and programs that benefit Mensa, 
its members, and society.

Another new project we are work-
ing on is a new fund-raising effort, “My 
Mensa, My Foundation,” the work of 
Trustee Dr. Joan Hiller and our won-
derful staff, launched at the 2014 AG.  
We are also exploring more partnering 
opportunities to increase our impact on 
society and benefit Mensa’s members.  

It is pleasure to work with such a dedi-
cated board and staff and a great honor to 
be the Mensa Foundation President.

The Foundation is growing
by leaps and bounds!

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T
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N E w S

Some gifts to the 
Foundation come 

with clear instructions 
and restrictions; some 
have none at all. Some 
gifts come from long-
time donors or par-
ticipants; some come 
from people who’ve 
not previously shown 
an interest in our work. 
Laura Joyner was in 
the latter category, 
and her bequest of 
$300,000 came with 
no restrictions. 

Conversations with 
her brother Robert re-
vealed that Laura was 
a Mensan with a deep 
interest in human intel-
ligence. To honor her 
memory, the Founda-
tion Board created the 
Laura Joyner Award in 
recognition of efforts 
that aid human intelli-
gence. Annual award-
winners will come 
from the region of each 
year’s Colloquium. 

The inaugural winner 
is Dr. Jessica Reyes for 
her work on lead poi-
soning and its effects 
on children’s intel-
ligence. An associate 
professor of economics 
at Amherst College, Dr. 
Reyes’ research focuses 
on public health and 
social impacts of envi-
ronmental pollution. 

The Foundation is 
grateful to Dr. Reyes 
for her important 
work, and especially 
grateful to the late 
Laura Joyner, whose 
generosity made the 
award possible.
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The Foundation says 
goodbye to a long-time 

trustee and hello to two new 
members of the board.

Michael Jacobson is 
retiring from the Board of 
Trustees after more than 25 
years of service. Mike was 
the Foundation’s President 
and American Mensa’s Di-
rector of Science and Educa-
tion from 1995 to 2002, and 
Assistant Director of Science 
and Education for a year before 
that. After stepping down from the 
presidency, he served as Treasurer 
until his retirement, bringing the 
Foundation’s financial records and 
reporting to its current high level 
of excellence. Among other Mensa 
honors, Mike earned the Distin-
guished Service Award for outstand-
ing service to American Mensa in 
2008 and the Distinguished Trustee 
Award in 2014.

Joining the board this year is Jane 
Hanson, someone who is passionate 
about the human connections and 
the empowerment for life that her 
membership in Mensa has provided. 
She is a Proctor and has been a past 
Editor and Scholarship Chair at the 
Local Group level and Hospitality 
Chair for two RGs. An alumna of  
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln  
with a doctorate in Foreign Lan- 

guage and ESL Education from the 
University of Iowa, Jane currently 
teaches linguistics, composition, and 
ESL in the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s Intensive English Pro-
gram, and second language reading 
methods at UNL.

Another new member of the Board 
of Trustees is Joan Hiller. Through 
her work at Social Research As-
sociates, Inc., Joan has guided a 
wide range of organizations in the 
educational, social service, medical 
and fine arts fields through periods 
of change. She has conducted orga-
nizational audits, reshaped business 
plans, facilitated strategic planning, 
created funding and financial plans, 
and written grants for organizations 
in all stages of growth and develop-
ment. Joan has a Master of Science 
in Sociology from Texas A&M 
and a doctorate in Sociology from 

Northwestern University, and is a 
Certified Sociological Practitioner, 
a Certified Fund Raising Executive 
and a Licensed Independent Social 
Worker. 
Learn more about Jane and Joan at 
mensafoundation.org/leadership.

n
IN MEMORy: One of the founding 
members of the Mensa Education 
& Research Foundation, Stuart 
Friedman, died last year. Stu was 
a longtime member of the Board of 
Trustees and served as President. 
He was one of the first editors of the 
Mensa Research Journal, holding 
that position for many years. More 
than 40 years ago, people like Stu 
had a vision of how to help Mensa 
fulfill its mission of enhancing 
human intelligence. That vision ulti-
mately resulted in the success of the 
Foundation today.

C O L L O Q U I U M  2 0 1 5

It’s our most vital organ and thus deserves 
our full attention. The Mensa Foundation’s 

2015 Colloquium is titled Brain Health: 
Research, Challenges and Breakthroughs. Join 
us June 30 in Louisville, Ky., for an insightful 
day focusing on that mysterious gray matter 
that houses our intelligence and our amazing 
human potential.

Colloquiums, which encourage and expand 
learning, research and intelligence, are just one 
way the Foundation puts your donated dollars 
to work to fulfill the promise of Mensa.

T R U S T E E S

Standing, from left: Trustee 
James Werdell, retiring Trust-
ee/Treasurer Michael Jacob-
son, President Dave Remine, 
Trustee Eldon Romney, Ameri-
can Mensa Chair Dan Burg 
and Foundation Director Jill 
Beckham. Seated, from left: 
Trustee Phyllis Miller, Trustee 
Jane Hanson, Secretary 
Joanne Soper, Mensa Interna-
tional Chair Elissa Rudolph and 
Vice President Marie Mayer. 
Inset: Trustee Joan Hiller.

C O N V E R S AT I O N S  W I T H  M E N S A

In the latest episode of our podcast series, Conversations with 
Mensa, we welcome Mensan and retired FBI Special Agent/

instructor Don Sheehan as he interviews Dr. Jeff Kieliszewski on 
forensic psychology, where psychology and the law intersect. Dr. 
Kieliszewski, a forensic psychologist and one of the speakers at 
this year’s Colloquium, has worked as a prison psychologist, col-
lege professor, writer, and consultant and trainer to law enforce-
ment, attorneys, judges, private corporations and social service 
agencies. This Conversation will help listeners delve into the 
numerous aspects of the forensic field, including legal principles, 
expert testimony and psychological assessment.
Download the podcasts from the Foundation website or iTunes.
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William P. Baker
J. Gail McGrew

AG 2013 Committee
Willem Bouwens
Jacqueline E. Brotz
Steve Frasheur
Patsy M. Graham
Greater Los Angeles 

Mensa
Linda Hathaway
Marc Lederman
Minnesota Mensa
Sandra L. Murphy
North Texas Mensa
Northern Michigan Mensa
Orange County Mensa
Prairie Cardiovascular
Dave & Elizabeth Remine
Eldon C. Romney
Dr. Abbie F. Salny
San Diego Mensa
James Slavin
Capt. Andrew H. Tighe
Deborah V. Traskell
Western Michigan Mensa
Western Pennsylvania 

Mensa
Clinton C. Williams
Linda R. Wright

LaRae Bakerink
Sallie Banko
Randy A. Bergum
Central Iowa Mensa
Bertha Lilley Clarke
Beth Anne Demeter
Denver Mensa
Suzanne Graham Fritz
William Caleb Hamilton
Helen Wallace Estate
Hell’s M’s SIG
Albert Leopold Hernhuter
Rochelle Lefarth
Joe Little
Dr. Laura Jean Peralta
Sidney L. Pilson
Theresa A. Riccardi
Maria Aprile Sawczuk
Sean D. S. Sebastian
John & Elizabeth Sheehan
Greg Simpson
Cam E. Smart
Joanne & Paul Soper
Jean J. Springer
Shelba Stockton
Stanly Eugene Ward
Beth Weiss
James S. Werdell

James J. Bailey III
Lori L. Barr MD
David L. Cahn
Delaware Valley Mensa
David D. Felt
Carrie E. Freeland
Bruce Glassford
Joan Vitek Hiller PhD
Meghan E. Hull
Mary Lee Kemper
Erin L. V. Koffler
Marion R. Kramer MD
Dr. Kishor M. Kulkarni
Cynthia Willis Kuyper
Jane Marie Kwiecinski
Barry M. Lamont MD
Matthew Lattis
Megan Ann McHugh
Mensa Hawaii
Northwest Florida Mensa
Redwood Empire Mensa
Elissa Rudolph
Markus Schauler
Deborah L. Stone
Sharon L. Swan Tieszen
Frederick A. Teichert
Margaret K. Truelove
Dr. Barbara Rodgers 

Voelkel
John M. Voymas
World Affairs Council
Nancy Zanca

We are extremely grateful for the generosity of our donors, who have enabled the 
Mensa Foundation to continue its work and enhance its programs. In addition to 

those listed here, many others have contributed support for the year’s successes. 
Our thanks . . . we couldn’t do it without you.

T H A N K  YO U ,  D O N O R S !

TiTANiUm 
($100,000+)

Laura G. Joyner

American Mensa, Ltd.
Linda Stewart Camp
Richard Frankel
Mensa International, Ltd.
Mensa of Western  

Washington
Oregon Mensa
Russell Francis Taptich
Cathryn L. Timmers
Eunice ‘Bunny’ D. Warsh

P R O G R A m S  F O R  YO U T H

See these T-shirts? Forty-six of them were folded and 
packed up and sent to an elementary school in Hen-

derson, Colo. It wasn’t that the students needed clothing 
— no, they earned the shirts by reading books. Not just 
any books: the entire class took part in the Mensa for 
Kids Excellence in Reading program, in which each child 
finished reading all the books on a list of age-appropriate 
titles developed by Mensa’s Gifted Youth Specialist, Lisa 
Van Gemert, whose funding comes from the Foundation.

Lisa developed the program to encourage the joy of 
reading. Acknowledging the value of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities’ appreciation of classic literature for young people, the program provides a year-round chal-
lenge to kids based on the NEH’s Summertime Favorites reading list.  Find rules and more info at MensaForKids.org.

RHODiUm 
($10,000-99,999)

PLATiNUm 
($2,500-9,999)

BRONZE 
($250-499)

GOLD 
($1,000-2,499)

SiLVER 
($500-999)

More generous donors 
listed on Page 5

S C H O L A R S H i P S Thanks to your generosity, the Foundation awarded more than $85,000 to the next 
generation of great thinkers and doers. See the winners at mensafoundation.org.
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American Mensa Staff
Martin E. Andrea
Liesl Andrico
Anonymous
Herbert Ashby
Z. Bainum
Assyl Baizhanova
Cynthia Lynne Ballew
Scott A. Barbaritz
Karen A. Barrett
Sandeep K. Basu
Donald C. Beatty
Jill Beckham
Sarah Beckman
Marie L. Beltrame
David M. Bennett
Jack McDonald Bennett Jr.
Barney Bernstein
Wolf German Biedenfeld
Wendy A. Birchmire
David H. Black
Anton G. Blieberger
John M. Blinke
Donna J. Bonzagni
Thomas Bowe
E. Nelson Bowes
Randy Brack
Peter Brewer
Barbara E. Brozek
Karen B. Bujak
Dan and Ember Burg 
Stephen Butalla
Sarah Jean Callow VMD
Oren J. Camber
Cardiology Advocacy Alliance
Elaine Mayer Cardwell
Holly A. Carney
Vera A. Cartwright
Central Indiana Mensa
Susan Christensen
Angela M. Christie
Michael A. Clyne
Dr. Michael P. Cohen
Sharon Rae Colbert
Steven P. Collier
Susan Siebert Connors
Patricia Coontz
Christine Cooper
George Arnold Cooper
Kristine Cooper
Robert Cox
Barbara A. Danson
Harrel Leon Davis
James W. Davis
Kevin R. Davis

Rachel Dillard CPA
Cecile Dobson
Pam Donahoo
D. Douglas Dorman
David John Ducat Jr.
Roger R. Durham
Ellen M. Estevens
Sara Owen Etheridge
Paul Daniel Evers
Susan Florentino
Stephen Forman
Desa Foster
Michael S. Francisco
Michael J. Franke
Ken Freeman
Katharine J. Gabel
Robert S. Gebelein
Bart John Geraci
Jeanne Gilbert
Kristin Z. Glywasky
John C. Gordon MD
Charles M. Gottschalk
Susan Graber
Kate Kinley Gregg
Nancy M. Griggs
Gulf Coast Mensa
Cynthia M. Hamilton
Jane Hanson
Mark Harbeck
Alex W. Hardy
Andrew W. Heffernan
Dennis Mark Heimbigner
Rick Hodges
John W. Holmes
Veronica Howard
HSHS Medical Group
Dr. Michael H. Jacobson
Heidi Jameson
Mario Alberto Jimenez Jr.
Clark Jones
Devin Kalman
Dr. Frederick William  

Keidaish

Lynne S. Killgore
Katharine Anne Windle 

Klasen
Amy Konowitz
Gregory R. Kontz
Barbara Kay Kryvko
William H. Kuhns
Craig Clinton L’Roy
Molly Leban
Lt. Col. Robert LeRoy 

Leininger
Ernest Lessenger
Dwight Henry Lillie
Melissa Phillips Liu
Robert Magruder
Dawn Marie Mancuso
Abigail Manis
Marc David Manson
Paul Eric Maraijko
Charles Anthony Marciano
Carol W. Martinez
John George Massura
Marie Hope Mayer
Eileen C. McKernan
Jane Anne Medefesser
Sandra Medeiros
Martin S. Merado
Patricia L. Merk
John Mertes
Mark Meyer
Ari Meyerowitz
Frank A. Migacz
Phyllis Kaden Miller
Brian David Morrison
Carl Munck
Sash Munjal
Marc J. Myer
Michael Natrella
Lori J. Norris
North Dakota Mensa
Murray Palitz
Luke Mitchell Parish
Ann Parrino

Jake Pearlstein
Don Pendley
David R. Penhall
Herbert Richard  

Pennington Jr.
Howard Prince
Harry M. Reasoner Jr. Esq.
John D. Recht
Brian Reeves
Susann Reising Reilly
Tracey Reilly
Robert John Reinbolt
Baker D. Ring
James L. Robertson
Catherine Roha
David E. Rosenberg
Denise Ross
Janet M. Russell
Desiree Sagray & Jonathan 

Elliott
Nicholaus Sanford
Dr. Alan D. Schmidt
Walter C. Schmidt
Frank H. Schoemann
Barbara D. Scott
Anthony J. Scriffignano
Henry W. Seitz
Amy E. Shaughnessy
Alice Lois Silver
Kenneth A. Silver
Kenneth L. Sisco
Victoria Ok Hee Sligar
Sybren Daniel Smith
Pat McKeown Soderbeck
Charlie Steinhice
Caren Stratz
Thomas Strebel
Mary Jane Tala
Barbara Tate
Matthew Taylor
William C. Taylor Jr.
Robert W. Templeton
Paul A. Thomas
Thomas George Thomas
Gregory D. Timmers
Alysia Turner Townsend
Lisa & Steve Van Gemert
Carmen Vazquez
William P. Vincent
Thomas A. Vonderahe
Mark Wallner
Stephen L. Warsh
William White
Thomas K. Wisnowski
Alexander J. Witherill
Carol Spangenberg Wolford
Susan L. Woodill
James Zito

FOUNDATION 
($100-249)

T H A N K  YO U ,  D O N O R S !

Your donation means you give scholarships; you sup-
port the Library of Congress National Book Festival; 

you give researchers, innovators and other achievers 
recognition for their work on intelligence and intellectual 
giftedness; you have a website, Mensa For Kids, where 
you give children, parents and educators worldwide a 
place to have fun, learn and get help. You touch countless 
people in more than 25 different ways. You did all that 
with one dollar of your membership dues (although some 
of you so very generously gave extra). Imagine what you 
could do with just a few dollars more. 

Joanne Soper, Mensa Foundation Secretary
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E XC E L L E N C E  
I N  R E S E A R C H

The Awards for Excellence in 
Research are given each year 

for outstanding research on aspects 
of human intelligence and gifted-
ness. This year’s winners include 
scholars from Canada and the 
United Kingdom, as well as the 
United States. The winners are:

Marc H. Bornstein, Cun-Shin Hahn 
and Joan T. D. Suwalsky
Eunice Kennedy Shriver 

National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development

“Physically Developed and Explor-
atory Young Infants Contribute to 
Their Own Long-Term Academic 
Achievement”             

Jean Peterson
Purdue University

“The Asset-Burden Paradox of Gift-
edness: A 15-Year Phenomenologi-
cal Longitudinal Case Study”

Bruce M. Shore
and Dominique Morisano

McGill University
“Can Personal Goal Setting Tap the 
Potential of the Gifted Underachiever?”

Sophie von Stumm
Goldsmiths University of London

“The Hungry Mind: Intellectual Curi-
osity Is the Third Pillar of Academic 
Performance”

Cheryl Walker
and Bruce M. Shore

McGill University
“Theory of Mind and Giftedness: 
New Connections”

A W A R D S

Congratulations to the winners of the 
2013 Foundation awards, which rec-

ognize research in and support of intelli-
gence both nationally and internationally.

Kelly Cartwright of yorktown, Va., is the recipient of the 
Copper Black award given to a Mensan for a specific creative inno-
vation that has been implemented, at least in part, to the advantage of 
persons other than the nominee. Kelly received the award for her work 
developing and implementing an intervention for children suffering from 
Reading Comprehension Deficit.

Matthew guggeMos, of san Francisco, Calif., is the recipient of 
the Intellectual Benefit to Society Award, which recognizes a Mensan’s 
application of intellectual abilities that result in tangible benefit to society. 
Matthew, a speech-language pathologist, developed his own mobile-interac-
tive-video-self-modeling approach to improve social communication skills 
in children with autism spectrum disorder and/or social thinking deficits.

rena suBotniK is the recipient of the lifetime achievement 
award, presented in recognition of a lifetime of contributions to the field 
of intelligence and related subjects, for her extensive work on the needs 
of high-performing children and adolescents. Rena created and developed 
the Esther Katz Rosen Center for Gifted Education Policy at the Ameri-
can Psychological Foundation, the mission of which is to address the 
needs of gifted children through policy development, model building and 
service to psychologists and parents.

John otterstedt, a third-grade teacher in ridgewood, n.J., is 
the recipient of the distinguished teacher award, which recognizes 
a teacher, professor or instructor at any education level who has had an 
especially positive influence on the education or life of a Mensa member 
or a dependent. Nominated by a fellow teacher, John is known for subtly 
“tricking” his students into better expressing themselves through associa-
tive writing prompts, even going as far as videotaping lessons for a stu-
dent unable to attend classes due to health issues. Students who struggle 
in his class are given “immediate and extensive attention,” and communi-
cation between this teacher and parents is paramount.
Learn more about these outstanding winners at mensafoundation.org.

M E N S A  R E S E A R C H  J O U R N A L

The Mensa Research Journal prints articles by internationally 
recognized scholars from throughout the world whose life work is 

studying and learning about human intelligence. If you’re in Mensa, 
you understand the important role your intelligence plays in your life, 
so reading about it is a natural. A subscription to the MRJ can bring 
you a new understanding of how your brain works, and why; and as 
Auntie Mame said, it can “open doors you never knew existed.”

Check out the list of back issues,
order a copy or subscribe at mensafoundation.org/mrj.
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Held the day before the Boston AG, the 2014 Colloquium: Crime Scene Intelligence was a huge success. The 
record attendance of 460 was limited only by the room size.

This year’s speaker lineup 
was made up of forensic 
scientist and mitrochondrial 
genome researcher Rhonda 
Roby, forensic toxicology ex-
pert Ashraf Mozayani, forensic 
artist Harvey Pratt, forensic 
psychologist Jeff Kieliszewski, 
and forensic anthropologist and 
author Kathy Reichs (pictured 
speaking at right).

The Colloquium’s history 
of successes is due primarily 
to the planning foresight and 
commitment of former Founda-
tion president Greg Timmers, 
who passed away last year.

E V E N T S

F I N A N C I A L S  I N  B R I E F

ExpEnsEs 2013 2014
Program services $278,432 $310,395
Supporting services 75,842 64,685
Total expenses $354,274 $375,080

ExpEnDITUREs (in dollars) REVEnUE sOURCEs (in dollars)

REVEnUE 2013 2014
Contributions – Total $328,923 $567,160                                   
     Unrestricted 201,409 356,181           
     Temporarily Restricted 70,914 153,979
     From American Mensa 56,600 57,000
Publications 39,484 38,918
Rent (net minus expenses) 23,542 52,119
Investment Income – Total 66,462 55,275
      Unrestricted 26,517 16,709                           
      Temporarily Restricted 39,945 38,566
Event Income 8,345 15,062
Total Revenue $466,756 $728,534
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